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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 199029 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/ARP:FHGERLACH:SLB 
APPROVED BY NEA:SSOBER 
EB/ORF/FSE:DGROSEN 
S/S-0:LRFLEISCHER 

120632 201833Z/41 

O201816Z AUG 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 199029 

ST ADIS////////////////////// 

EXDIS FOR AMBASSADOR AND BUSHNEL FROM SOBER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, SA 

SUBJECT: REPORTED SAUDI OIL PRODUCTION CUTBACK 

REF: JIDDA 5734 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS HEARD RUMORS TO EFFECT THAT REDUCED 
PRODUCTION REPORTED IN REFTEL (AND INDUSTRY MEDIA) IS 
RESULT OF BASIC STRUCTURAL PROBLEMS IN GHAWAR FIELD, 

INCLUDING POSSIBLE SALT INTRUSION, AND THAT THESE PROBLEMS 
HAVE LED TO MAJOR DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN SENIOR ARAMCO 
MANAGEMENT AND FIELD ENGINEERS. ANOTHER RUMOR HAS IT 
THAT PETROMIN HAS BECOME VERY UNHAPPY WITH ARAMCO PERFOR- 
MANCE IN RESERVOIR MAINTENANCE. FOREGOING FOR YOUR BACK- 
GROUND ONLY. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 199029 

2. WE ARE KEEN TO HAVE ANY INFORMATION YOU CAN PROVIDE 
CONCERNING THE HEALTH OF THE GHAWAR FIELD AND WHETHER THERE 
ARE INTERNAL ARAMCO AND/OR ARAMCO/PETROMIN DISAGREEMENTS 
ABOUT RESERVOIR MANAGEMENT; REALIZE THESE ARE SENSITVE 
ISSUES FOR ARAMCO. ONE ROUTE MIGHT BE FOR BUSHNELL TO 
QUERY JUNGERS (AND POSSIBLY OTHER ARAMCO OFFICIALS) 

USING REFTEL REPORT AS ENTREE, WITHOUT MENTIONING REPORTS 
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NOTED PARA 1. 

3. IN RESPONSE PLEASE DROP "STADIS" CAPTION AND DO NOT 
REPEAT NOT REFER TO THIS CABLE. CHRISTOPHER 

SECRET 

NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM PRODUCTION, ALLEGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 20-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 99029 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: FHGERLACH:SLB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770301-1105 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770840/aaaabhlc.tel 

Line Count: 66 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: a6b28457-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS, STADIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: SECRET 

Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS, STADIS 

Reference: 77 JIDDA 5734 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1537799 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REPORTED SAUDI OIL PRODUCTION CUTBACK 
TAGS: ENRG, SA, ARAMCO 
To: JIDDA DHAHRAN 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a6b28457-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 
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